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Lamentations 3:19–23 (ESV)  
 19  Remember my affliction and my wanderings,  

the wormwood and the gall!  
 20  My soul continually remembers it  

and is bowed down within me.  
 21  But this I call to mind,  

and therefore I have hope:  
 22  The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;  

his mercies never come to an end;  
 23  they are new every morning;  

great is your faithfulness.  
 

Thy Will Be Done 

The month of May brings us to the end of our first season (November–
April) for Pastor and Mary Menk. To say that Pastor Menk’s first 
rotation as our Winter Visitation Pastor did not “go as planned,” would 
be a gross understatement. Yet God has blessed us richly through the 
talents of Pastor Menk and through Mary’s willingness to help teach 

confirmation classes—and spoil our students I might add � . We pray 
for their safe return to Illinois and look forward to welcoming them 
back in the winter. 

If we looked back since the beginning of 2022 and the loss of staff 
members Rev. Rossow, the death of Rev. Schoenherr and the death of 
David Langevin along with the hurricane in September…we would 
understand that many things have not gone “as planned.” 

Yet somewhere along the way last year, I was struck by a petition from 
the Lord’s Prayer—Thy will be done.  

How many times have I prayed those words? Over 48 years of life as 
an active LCMS church member and having attended K-8 in a Lutheran 
Grade School…I would have to guess at least 3,000–8,000 times. Thy 
will be done. THY will be done. Thy will be DONE. 

But when God’s will happens…but I don’t like it? Ugh! Oh crumb! 

Lord, please send something else my way. It is ironic how much I pray 
for God’s will to be done, yet cringe and complain when MY will is not 

done. 

To be clear, I am not going to say that everything that happens in life is 
good and God-pleasing. There are plenty of evils committed by us or 
upon us or against us. Christians are not called to rejoice in evil or 
pretend that painful events are not really “that bad.” They are bad. Pain 
is real. And many in our church family have suffered and are still 
suffering today. 

Nevertheless, when God allows that suffering into my life what do I  
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do? How do I respond to the suffering, pain, or loss?  

I believe that Jeremiah put into words what it is like to suffer pain and loss while holding on to 
faith. He holds on to the petition—Thy will be done. Jeremiah writes in Lamentations chapter 
3 very honest words about how beat up and run down he feels. And within that place of pain…
in the very moment that “my” will is NOT being done…verse 21 continues, “but this I call to 
mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies 
never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” 

This is not an easy statement for Jeremiah to make. And it is not always easy for us to pray, 
Thy will be done, when it means your plans and your hopes do not come to fruition. Yet, Jesus 
taught us to pray this way. Sometimes that petition is an invitation to humble ourselves under 
God’s mighty hand and to trust Him more fully when we cannot see beyond the suffering, 
pain, or loss. 

We are invited to accept our role as creature and not as the creator and submit to God’s mighty 
hand that He may lift you up in due time. (1 Peter 5:6) There can be tremendous freedom 
when we surrender control of our lives and our circumstances back to God. As we let go we 
can experience the truth of Psalm 46—be still and know that I am God. We can allow the pain 
and suffering and loss do its work of refining our faith and calling us to lean only on the God 
who alone can sustain us. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

So no, things did not go as I planned this past season. But I believe that is a good thing. In 
fact, I believe that is a GOD thing too. 

God brought to us Rev. Menk and Mary. God 
raised up leaders and preachers when I underwent 
surgery to replace both of my hips. And God will 
be with us as we make plans to repair the 
sanctuary and the building at our Cross 
Monument Prayer Park.  

We have hope because the steadfast love of the 
Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an 
end; they are new every morning; great is God’s 
faithfulness! 

 

 

--Pastor Stolarczyk 
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THANK YOU TO ALL OF GOD’S SERVANTS  
To all of you who worked so hard to bring faithful and wonderful worship to our 
members and friends during this past Lenten season and Holy Week ….                      
        There are many to thank!  

Charlotte Memorial Funeral Home for loaning us their golf cart for 
transportation.  

Our faithful volunteers who helped in set up and take down for the early Son-
Rise worship service.  

Thank you to the Altar Guild for its diligence in preparing the sanctuary for each 
service including the Altar worship items.  

Thank you to the choir whose voices led our hearts in song throughout the season. 
Thank you to the Joyful Ringers for filling our services with beautiful music.  

Thank you to the office staff, the Monday morning volunteers, and all those who 
prepared our worship folders, counted the offerings, and gave their time to 
ensure smooth operation of our church and our worship during this busy and 
somewhat less than normal season.  

Thank you to our cleaner, Bonita who helped to clean and prepare our 
Fellowship & Ministry Center for the many services and activities held during our 
season of Lent.  

Thank you to the Board of Trustees who worked overtime to prepare and plan 
the spaces across our campus where we held our services.  

Thank you to our Church Council, the Board of Elders, the Stephen Ministers and 
Shepherding Leaders who’s leading of worship and support of spiritual life during 
this time enabled all who participated in person or online to have wonderful 
worship.  

Thank you, Jennifer Strefling, our secretary, for establishing yourself as courteous, 
efficient, and professional.  

Thank you to Pastor Leibich and Pastor Barber for their devotion to the LCC 
congregation during Pastor Stolarczyk’s recovery.  

Thank you for the patience and understanding of all of the LCC family during 
these past months! The effort, time and compassion given by all of you, and so 
many others enabled Lutheran Church of the Cross to celebrate this time of 
contemplation and celebration to the fullest.  

THANK YOU ALL for all you do to support the LCC Ministry! 
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*The featured Booklet will 
always be on the top tier of 
the display rack indicated 

with the Blue Star 

A cancer diagnosis will change your life. It can impact 

the way you see your body, your emotions, your 

future, and even your faith. At times cancer can stalk 

you like a giant; it’s always in your sight no matter what 

you do or where you go. At other times cancer can 

steal your thoughts and rob you of peace. This is true 

for both those persons with cancer and their loved 

ones standing alongside them. For anyone close to this 

disease, cancer requires a huge amount of focus to process 

the seemingly endless stream of information coming from 

the doctors’ offices. Evaluating treatment plans, tracking 

appointments, knowing prescription names, and 

understanding potential side effects leaves little energy at 

the end of the day. Although it’s a struggle to take it all in, 

here are some thoughts to help you cope.  

Cancer is a powerful, mindless adversary. It can even come 

between you and your loved ones and between you and 

God. For many, these peripheral battles waged alongside 

the disease itself can be as difficult as the physical fight. 

Having cancer doesn’t mean it’s the most important thing 

in your life, but it can sure seem that way. As a Christian, 

you know Christ is there for you when your cancer gets 

you down; He’s there with His promises of hope and 

courage. Whether Jesus finds you steadily drawing closer 

to Him, wandering away from the comfort of His presence, 

or knowing Him only as an acquaintance or stranger, it 

doesn’t matter. Jesus sees you as His precious child, and 

He is with you now.  

 

 
 

PROJECT CONNECT  is a booklet ministry provided by 

the Lutheran Hour Ministries. These booklets are made up 

of pocket sized outreach booklets to equip us, our families 

and our friends to share in faith. Each booklet is written 

from a Christian perspective and they address a variety of 

topics ranging from forgiveness and the after life to 

depression and anger management.  

We currently offer booklets in both our Church Narthex 

as well as in the Fellowship & Ministry Center in the free 

standing LHM booklet towers.  



Page 5 

 

 

 

 

Ruth Albert     Kat Look 

27075 Washington St   14229 Marlin Ave 

Punta Gorda, FL 33983   Port Charlotte, FL 33953 

 

Carol Geyer     John Vogel 

North Port Pines—Room 105  Alder Care 

4950 Pocatella Ave    26563 Sandhill Blvd 

North Port, FL 34287    Punta Gorda, FL 33983 

Mother's Day is just around the corner!  what better way to 
treat Mom, Grandma, or Godmothers with a gift card from 

our ministry support program and earn money for our 
church at the same time? 

Raise Right donates a percentage of each card purchased at 
face value to LCC!  There is never a processing fee.  Why 

not stop at our table in the FMC on Saturdays from 10:00 
till 11:30 and have coffee with us and find out more about 

this ministry!    
 

Nikki, Pam, Carol, Pat and Nancy ~  
 
 

The LCC                           Team! 
A NOTE ABOUT BUYING OUR SUNSHINE CHRISTIAN GREETING CARDS 

Our cards are normally sold individually             
(50 cents each).  However, if you choose to buy a 

whole box of 12 cards (@ $6.00 per box,                    
please count the cards in the box to make sure 

you do have a total of 12 cards.   
You may “mix and match” what is in your box to 

make up the 12 total.   
Thanks for supporting our LWML Parish Guild 

Card Shop. 
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DAILY LECTIONARY 

This outline is a devotional reading plan that covers the entire Sacred Scriptures each year. The 

selections are based on ancient models and are generally in  harmony with the liturgical church year.  

The average reading is three chapters daily.  A seasonal canticle is assigned for each month and is 

scheduled to replace the psalm on the first and last days of the month.  All of the psalms are read twice a 

year. 

Month Day Book Chapter Verses  Month Day Book Chapter Verses 

May 1 Lev. 9 1-24  May 21 Num. 14 1-25 

  Luke 9 18-36    Luke 18 18-34 

May 2 Lev. 10 1-20  May 22 Num. 14 26-45 

  Luke 9 37-62    Luke 18 35-19:10 

May 3 Lev. 16 1-24  May 23 Num. 16 1-22 

  Luke 10 1-22    Luke 19 11-28 

May 4 Lev. 17 1-16  May 24 Num. 16 23-40 

  Luke 10 23-42    Luke 19 29-48 

May 5 Lev. 18 1-7,20-19:8  May 25 Num. 16 41-17:13 

  Luke 11 1-13    Luke 20 1-18 

May 6 Lev. 19 9-18,26-37  May 26 Num. 20 1-21 

  Luke 11 14-36    Luke 20 19-44 

May 7 Lev. 20 1-16,22-27  May 27 Num. 20 22-21:9 

  Luke 11 37-54    Luke 20 45-21:19 

May  8 Lev. 21 1-24  May  28 Num. 21 10-35 

  Luke 12 1-12    Luke 21 20-38 

May 9 Lev. 23 1-22  May 29 Num. 22 1-20 

  Luke 12 13-34    Luke 22 1-23 

May 10 Lev. 23 23-44  May 30 Num. 22 21-23:3 

  Luke 12 35-53    Luke 22 24-46 

May 11 Lev. 24 1-23  May 31 Num. 23 4-28 

  Luke 12 54-13:17    Luke 22 47-71 

May 12 Lev. 26 1-20  Jun 1 Num. 24 1-25 

  Luke 13 18-35    Luke 23 1-25 

May 13 Lev. 26 21-33,39-44  Jun 2 Num. 27 12-23 

  Luke 14 1-24    Luke 23 26-56 

May 14 Num. 3 1-16,39-48  Jun 3 Num. 32 1-6,16-27 

  Luke 14 25-15:10    Luke 24 1-27 

May 15 Num. 8 5-26  Jun 4 Eccl. 12 1-14 

  Luke 15 11-32    John 11 1-16 

May 16 Num. 9 1-23  Jun 5 Prov. 1 8-33 

  Luke 16 1-18    John 11 17-37 

May 17 Num. 10 11-36  Jun 6 Prov. 3 5-24 

  Luke 16 19-31    John 11 38-57 

May  18 Num. 11 1-23,31-35  Jun 7 Prov. 4 1-27 

  Luke 17 1-19    John 12 1-19 

May 19 Num. 11 24-29;12:1-16  Jun 8 Prov. 5 1-23 

  Luke 17 20-37    John 12 20-36a 

May 20 Num. 13 1-3,17-33  Jun 9 Prov. 8 1-21 

  Luke 18 1-17    John 12 36b-50 
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11-101 Checking Balance: 04-30-2023   $205,393   
11-105 Savings Balance: 04-30-2023  $250,085   
11-120 Stewardship Savings   $195,156   
Total Checking & Savings    $650,634 

  $150,000 12-116 Disaster Relief Loan  
17-100 Dedicated Accounts Total   $402,805 

Net Church operating Balance                                                                           
(Checking +Savings)-(Dedicated + Disaster Relief) 

$97,829 

     

Fl/GA Pledge paid YTD $11,000   FL/GA Pledge Goal  $33,000.00 

         

Dedicated Accounts Balance Total  Income Comparison 2023 to 2022 

17-100 Dedicated Accounts   April-23 April-22 

17-1014 Sunday School Charity $491   $45,417 $55,269 

17-2000 Cross Monument $5,468   Expense Comparison 2023 to 2022 

17-2002 Debt Reduction $3,046   April-23 April-22 

17-2006 Memorials $3,518   $38,326 $40,496 
17-2012 Christian Charity Fund $883     

17-2014 Choir Fund $11,125     

17-2022 Hurricane Ian Relief $106,211     

17.2028 Youth $2,262     

17-2038 Fellowship Gatherings $749     

17-2040 Trustees $700       

17-2044 Misc. Account     Mortgage for April $4,772.12  

     17-2044a Stolarczyk $4,787    Interest Charge  $2,079.96  

     17-2044c BCI Equipment $40,000    Principal Paid  $2,692.16 

     17-2044d Mpolzin $1,495       

Total Misc. Account $46,282       
17-2046 Hand Bells $1,570   Mortgage Balance $496,499.00 

17-2050 Altar Guild $500   Interest Charge YTD $8,396.00 

17-2052 Expansion Project only $200,000   Principal Paid YTD $10,692.00 

17-2054 Funded Depreciation $20,000       

Total Dedicated Accounts $402,805   Maturity Date: 3/22/36 
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By David Gruntman, Stephen Leader  

THE BEST SEASON 
 

“There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under 

heaven.”       Ecclesiastes 3:1 (NIV) 
 

Life is a lot like the weather with its different seasons.  As life moves us from one 

season into the next, we are sometimes uncertain and fearful of what the future 

holds.  As I reflected on the seasons of my life, I recalled some of the choices that I 

had made.  Some choices brought me great joy and others great sorrow.  I try as 

Paul says in Ephesians 5:15 (NIV), to “Be very careful, then how you live-not 

as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, …” Every day 

of our life requires us to make choices.  But because we have God’s daily presence 

and provision, we can “Be very careful”.  We can make every day count for Him by 

spending time in His Word and prayer.  We can share His message of love by 

serving others with joy and the generosity of our time.  God has richly blessed us 

with the seasons of our lives which makes each one the best season to serve Him.  

If you have been thinking of ways that you can serve, becoming a Stephen 

Minister is one way that you can serve your fellow Christians here at Lutheran 

Church of the Cross.   

If you are considering in becoming a Stephen Minister, please contact David 

Gruntman, Stephen Leader either via a phone call, at 410-303-0044 or email to: 

davidg216@verizon.net. 

If you are in need of a Stephen Minister please contact one of the Pastor’s, or one 

of the Stephen Leaders, Arnie and Kathy Piering or David Gruntman. 
 

“Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with singing.”   

(Psalm 100:2 (KJV)  

The Stephen Series logo symbolizes that we all are broken people and 

that it is through the cross of Jesus that we are made whole. 

mailto:davidg216@verizon.net
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Congratulations 
to our LCC                                      

8th grade and                   
12th grade 
graduates.                                           

 

 

Please consider submitting a card, sending words of  
encouragement or well wishes on a job done well for 
their accomplishments! All items can be delivered to the 
church office or the cubby tray marked GRAD NOTES 
and we will see they get distributed accordingly. Please 
make sure to write the student’s name on the outside of  
the greeting.  

All cards/notes should be submitted by Sunday May 28th.  

8th Grade Graduates: 

Phoebe Burlew  - Avalon Middle School 

 Will attend Timber Creek High School with plans to join their 
 Musical Theater Program 

Jaydon Welbourne  -  Murdock Middle School 

 Will attend Port Charlotte High School  

 

12th Grade Graduates: 

Chance Lingard  -  Port Charlotte High School 

 Plans to help out his family while he plans for his future goals. 

Analeigh Rodrigues  -  North Port High School 

 Plans to attend FSW in Ft Myers working toward a degree in 
 Cardiovascular Technology.  
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If you would like to be one of our featured members—please reach out to 

Gloria Cvelbar at 941-743-2656 or by emailing her at cvelbar1@comcast.net.  

You may also reach out to the church office at 941-627-6060 or 

secretary@lccross.org 

Ruth Ann Albert 

I grew up in New Albany, Indiana.  There, I attended 

parochial school at Grace Lutheran Church until 8th 

grade and then graduated from New Albany Sr. High 

School.  I went on to graduate from Concordia 

Teacher’s College in River Forest, Illinois. 

I was married to an ex-navy guy, whose feet never 

stopped itching to move around the nation! 

I taught for four years in Texas and moved three times.  I 

eventually accepted a call to Oxnard, California, where I 

taught for eight years and moved twice.  On my wedding 

night, we flew to Miami, Florida, with my 1½ year old stepdaughter in my lap.  We 

lived one year in the Miami area and moved three times.   Then we moved the  

following summer to Port Charlotte, where we lived for 4½ years, moved twice, and 

attended Peace Lutheran Church.  Then, hubby’s itchy feet compelled us to moved 

back to California.  From 1978 until 1985, we moved many times (19 addresses and 

many different churches) until he decided to go back to Florida again.  Since then, I 

have had one address and one church--Lutheran Church of the Cross.  We divorced 

after almost 30 years, but my daughter and granddaughter and I stayed in Port 

Charlotte  . 

In addition to teaching almost every subject in grades 1-12, as well as training staff 

for many different jobs, I worked for several well-known companies in finance, 

technology, and training.  I retired from a position in Sarasota as Sr. Editor for 

Arthur Andersen Tax Technology, which became Vertex after Uncle Sam decided to 

break the company up into many different financial programs and sell us to the 

highest bidder. 

I have run my own editing company for the past 14 years and edit for PepperTree 

Press in Sarasota, as well as other clients who use my editing services, but my 

favorite job of all times is TEACHING!  
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After 4 years of ringing bells at Lutheran 

Church of the Cross, discussion 

centered around what to call 

ourselves.   

After some research and a vote by the 

choir, we settled on   

Joyful Ringers.   

Next, we thought that a uniform of some sort would be good as well. Bill 

Trueman researched this option and again another vote was taken.    

The Joyful Ringers selected a Blue polo shirt with a Logo embroidered on 

it as our uniform of choice. 

We wore the shirts for the first time on Easter Sunday morning and the 

reaction was very positive.  We hope that everyone will like them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the picture, from L to R: 

Ronna Trueman (Co-Director), Sue Richard, Jean Wrightsman,                                   

Vicky Claypool (sub), Nancy Bird, Bill Trueman (Co-Director),                                 

Raymond Stolarczyk, Cheryl Domingo, Marita Noe, Barbara Powell,                        

Meredith Kecken, Arnie Piering.   

Those not pictured: Jeanne Hoppe & Sarah Stolarczyk (sub) 
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Paul Johnson 

06/13/1937  -  03/25/2023 

THANK YOU  

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE 

CROSS! 

Mary & I would like to thank each and 

every one of you for the warm reception 

we received from day one, as well as for all the love and support you have given us 

over the past six months.  Although, as a congregation, you were dealing with any 

number of issues, from the sudden loss of your previous winter pastor to Pastor 

Stolarczyk’s health issues, and all of this compounded by Hurricane Ian; although 

the our time here was not exactly what we had envisioned coming in, your warmth 

and friendliness coupled with all the encouragement and support we received 

helped to not only make us feel welcome but also appreciated.  Of course, none of 

that would have been possible without the assistance of the staff (Pastor 

Stolarczyk, Jennifer Strefling, Michael Barzona, and Jan Reichert), the marvelous 

support we received from the Church Council and the Board of Elders and, of 

course, the understanding of you, the members and friends of Lutheran Church of 

the Cross.  As hard as it might be to say goodbye, we say it with fondness for each 

of you and with eager anticipation of our return in the fall.  God’s continued 

blessings. 

…Pastor & Mary Menk 

 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

GROWS!   

With great joy  

Maisie Breanne Rittenhouse  

was inducted into the heavenly 

realms by the waters of Holy 

Baptism on Saturday, April 22nd. 

    

Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow!  
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May 9  Phil Miller 

May 10 Ruth Albert 

May 12 Kyle Fadely 

May 13 Janet Jackson 

May 15 David Cope 

  Ron McCormick 

May 16 Howard Meissner+ 

May 18 Jeanette Kamke 

May 19 Angie Brown 

  Ann Hagey 

May 20 Shelly Cope 

May 23 Sheryl Brunken+ 

May 25 Mike Barzona 

May 26 Jan Rittenhouse 

  Jennifer Strefling 

May 28 Sonia Nelson 

May 31 Myles Fadely 
 

 

 

“+” = Associate Member  
       “” = Baptized Member 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

May 15 Mike & Jeannie Barzona 

May 22 David & Faith Gruntman 

May 26 Nat & Melinda Fiordimondo 

  Dick & Ann Hagey 

May 28 Cris & Linda Kelly 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

June 3  Tricia Gorton 

  Tim Boisseau 

June 4  Katherine Page 

  Rev. Michael Mueller 

June 7  Jerry Metz 

 

AINNVERSARIES 

 

June 4  Bob & Barb Hilgendorf 

June 10 Art & Gayle Groen 

June 12 Keith & Angela Nicholson 

2300 Luther Rd. 

Port Charlotte, FL 33983 

Church Office: (941) 627-6060 

Fax: (941) 627-5467 

Email: secretary@lccross.org 

http://www.lccross.org 


