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Inside this Issue | 5 Corinthians 5:14—15 (ESV) e __&/}'
From Pastor 1/2 " For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this:
Stolarczyk that one has died for all, therefore all have died; ” and he died for all,
Potluck Lunch 3 that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who
for their sake died and was raised.
Hurricane Season 4/5
/In Memory COMPELLED
Daily P June 2025 will mark the 35" time the LCMS congregations of Florida
Lectionary and Georgia formally gather in convention in Orlando. This year’s con-
vention theme, “Compelled!” from 2 Corinthians 5:14—15, challenges
,'_4,2’,22‘: forees/ |7 | us to consider what truly drives our ministry and daily lives. As I help

prepare for our 35th gathering, I’'m reflecting on how Christ’s love—

Stephen Ministry | 8 | not duty or tradition—moves us to action.

CFO Report 9 | In the book, “Why I Love The Apostle Paul: 30 Reasons by John Pie-

LCC Things to 10 per,” I encountered a striking description of the love of Christ which
Know Paul modeled in the chapter “Unwavering Love For Those Who
LHM Project Scoured Him.”
Connect / 11 . , .
Prayer Chain In the list of Paul's sufferings (2 Cor 11:23—-33), the one that

moves me most and makes me cringe with each added instance is

S””g’;’;fj’ieBs’b’e 12 the one he describes by saying, “Five times I received at the
hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one” (v. 24). Three things
2026 Synod make this seem to me the most horrible.
yno 13
Convention First, there is the sheer number of lashes—thirty-nine in each
May | June flogging. Second, those thirty-nine lashes ﬁappened five times,
Calendars 14/15 presumably on the same scarred back. Third, it was the Jews
his own kindred, as he calls them elsewhere (Rom 9.:3)—who
Birthdays / y were doing the scourging.

Anniversaries

... These five scourgings were not a marginal part of Paul’s life.
By the end of all five scourgings, his back must have been a tan-
gle of raw, tender, stiff scar tissue that probably made his move-

CH RI ST’S ments painfil.

... The reason I say, “Try to imagine this,” is not mainly to create

I—O \/E a sense of the physical agony, but to create a sense of what you
might feel toward God and your adversaries, the Jewish people.

CO M PE I_S U S We have already seen how Paul refused to be angry at God,

* though he knew that one word from God, and his persecutors
would be struck blind (which actually happened on the island of
Cyprus, Acts 13:11)—something God chose not to do during
these five scourgings.

2 [ur"‘t"ldns Elli |



Page 2

That is amazing enough—that Paul would see a second, then a third, then a fourth, then
a fifth flogging coming, and not curse God. But add to this amazement that he never
stopped loving his Jewish people, who actually did the flogging. If this happened over
and over when he preached in the Roman world, why would he keep going back?

Paul’s life shows us that being “compelled” by Christ’s love isn’t about comfort or recogni-
tion—it’s about sacrificial outreach, even to those who oppose us. This strikes at the heart of
our convention theme.

“Christ’s love compels us!” is not a conference slogan designed to separate Lutheran Chris-
tians off into a single conference room and to generate sappy spiritual fervor. It is not to bring
in beautiful music and well-polished speakers with a glossy veneer to preach to the choir about
how wonderful it is to be a baptized Lutheran.

St. Paul endured unimaginable suffering—five times receiving thirty-nine lashes from his own
people. Yet, he never stopped loving them or sharing the gospel. What could drive such relent-
less compassion? Only the compelling love of Christ.

What about me? What about you? Does the love of Christ compel you to love your enemies
and pray for those who persecute you? Does it compel you to bless those who curse you or
pray for those who abuse you?

If you cannot name anyone who considers you an “enemy” then ask yourself who makes me
angry? When and where do bitterness and resentment spring up in my heart? Whose com-
ments, emails, or social media posts triggers my blood pressure to skyrocket?

This year I find our conference theme personally challenging. It leads me to repent of my own
anger, bitterness, and resentment toward others. It leads me to ask God to create in me a clean
heart that is compelled to love my enemies and to ask God for ways to proclaim His salvation
in Jesus to them. It leads me to be thankful for the mercy and grace that God has shown to
me...and then to extend that grace to others.

May you join me in praying for our district convention and in living out the convention theme
in our daily lives.

gl?JLPDA ES

CFO Mike Barzona will be out of the office from June 6 — June 20.
He will resume office hours on Monday June 23rd, During his time away,
emergency financial matters can be directed to the church office.

The Parish Admin will be working on-site the week of June 9

Pastor Stolarczyk will be attending a Convention in
Lake Buena Vista Jun 4 — Jun 7



Our next congregational PICNIC potluck will be held in the FMC
building

Sunday, June 29, 2025

Immediately follomng our late worship service
We are asking the congregation to provide meal items:
pasta / potato _salad  veggie trays

baked beans™ summer fruts ~ desserts
Meat Options and beverages will be provided by the church!

In order to have an accurate attendance count for set up, a sign-up
sheet is located in the Narthex

Be sure to note the amount planning to attend the event and what
your supplied food dish will be

A dish 1s NOT required to attend this luncheon!
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Your hurricane supply kit should contain:

The 2024 Hurricane Season is
from June 1 to November 30

Be proactive in this year’s storm season
and have a plan, stock up your
preparedness kit and know your Flood
Zones!

If you are in a low lying, flood prone area,
now is a great time to reach out to your
friends and family and plan your
evacuation routes.

HAVE A PLAN!
Your plan should contain:

Phone numbers of a pre-assigned
contact person for family members
to call

List and contact information of family
members, friends, neighbors and
physicians

A safe place to store important
documents in a waterproof container
or bag

How you will get assistance if needed for
older adults or those with functional
needs in the home

How to turn off the water, gas and
electricity safely

Plan to evacuate early in the storm
trajectories, as the closer the storm
gets, the traffic in the evacuation
routes backs up quickly, causing
major delays and safe space hotels
get more difficult to find.

U 4

7-day supply of non-perishable foods

7-day supply of water (one gallon per person per day,
including pets)

A manual can opener

Battery-powered portable television or radio with
extra batteries

Flashlight with extra batteries
First aid kit and manual

Sanitation and hygiene items, such as instant hand
sanitizing gel, disinfectant wipes, moist
towelettes, toilet paper, and feminine hygiene
products

Thermometer with batteries, if required
Matches in a waterproof container

Cash

Extra clothing, blankets and sleeping bags

Photocopies of identification, insurance,
prescriptions, household inventory, credit cards
and your utility bill

Copies of important documents such as birth
certificates, adoption certificates, marriage
licenses, divorce papers, Social Security cards,
passport, green cards, will, insurance policies
(home, auto, life, health, etc.), bank statements

Prescription medications, eyeglasses, contact lens
solution and hearing aid

Batteries

Telephone that is not dependent on electricity
and/or a cell phone

Solar Chargers for phones/devices

Pet carriers, leashes, shot records, and food for each
animal evacuating with you

KNOW YOUR FLOOD ZONE!

If you live in Charlotte County you can visit: https://www.charlottecountyfl.gov/departments/public-

safety/emergency-management/know-your-zone.stml

Sarasota County you can visit: https://www.scgov.net/government/public-works/flood-maps

to find out if you are in a flood zone evacuation area
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| WILL TAKE REFUSE
Uit destnclion pasyes by

Psalm 57:1
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Turn everyday shopping into
fundraising dollars

@ RaiseRight.

Your Raise Right Team wishes
everyone safe travels and
a wonderful summer!

We are still available on
Sundays.
Please stop by and see us!

Todd Klietz
12/09/1966
05/21/2025

Howard Meissner
05/16/1938
05/24/2025
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This outline is a devotional reading plan that covers the entire Sacred Scriptures each year. The
selections are based on ancient models and are generally in harmony with the liturgical church year.
The average reading is three chapters daily. A seasonal canticle is assigned for each month and is
scheduled to replace the psalm on the first and last days of the month.

Month

June

June

June

June

June

June

June

June

June

Jun

Jun

Jun

Jun

Jun

Jun

Jun

Jun

Jun

Jun

Jun

Day

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Book

Eccl.
John
Eccl.
John
Eccl.
John
Eccl.
John
Prov.
John
Prov.
John
Prov.
John
Prov.
John
Prov.
John
Prov.
John
Prov.
John
Prov.
John
Prov.
John
Prov.
John
Prov.
John
Prov.
John
Prov.
John
Prov.
John
Prov.
John
Prov.

John

All of the psalms are read twice a year

Chapter
9
9

10
10
11
10
12
11
1
11
3
11
4
12
5
12
8
12
8
13
9
13
10
14
13
14
14
15
15
15
16
16
17
16
20
17
22
18
22
18

Verses
1-17
24-41
1-20
1-21
1-10
22-42
1-14
1-16
8-33
17-37
5-24
38-57
1-27
1-19
1-23
30-36a
1-21
36b-50
22-36
1-20
1-18
21-38
1-23
1-17
1-25
18-31
1-27
1-11
1-29
12-27
1-24
1-16
1-28
17-33
5-25
1-26
1-21
1-14
22-23:12
15-40

Month

Jun

Jun

Jun

Jun

Jun

Jun

Jun

Jun

Jun

Jun

Jul

Jul

Jul

Jul

Jul

Jul

Jul

Jul

Jul

Jul

Day
21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

10

Book

Prov.
John
Prov.
John
Prov.
John
Prov.
John
Prov.
John
Joshua
Acts
Joshua
Acts
Joshua
Acts
Joshua
Acts
Joshua
Acts
Joshua
Acts
Joshua
Acts
Joshua
Acts
Joshua
Acts
Joshua
Acts
Joshua
Acts
Judg.
Acts
Judg.
Acts
Judg.
Acts
Judg.
Acts

Chapter
24
19
25
19
27
20
30
20
31

O ok © W o b o = N

—
o

10

10

11

10

11

23

12

24
13

13

13

14

14

Verses
1-22
1-22
1-22

23-42
1-24
1-18

1-9,18-33

19-31

10-31
1-25
1-18
1-25
1-24

26-40
1-17
1-22
1-24

23-43
1-6:5
1-17
6-27

18-33
1-26

34-48
1-28
1-18
1-25

19-30
1-16
1-25
1-31
1-12
6-23

13-41
7-31

42-52
1-24
1-18
1-24

19-15:5
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We want to thank and
acknowledge everyone for their
generous donations and many

cards we received for our
military.

This year we achieved our goal to
send each $100 in gift cards.

We also wanted to acknowledge
the fine needlework of Gayle Groen for the pocket prayer shawls that were sent to
our military. We know they all will feel supported!!

Armed Forces Team

HELP IS NEEDED PLEASE! = E*ﬁf'}g 3-«1'*#

our prayer carnen TeaM WILL BE *W
DOWN @ MEMBET FOr' THE NEXT MONTH.

THEY COULD USE SOME HELPErS ON WEDNESDAYS (Or anOTUEr DAY IF Your SCHEDULE
WILL aLLOW). THEY USUALLy CLEAn UP aLoONg LUTHEr RD. STArTInG aBouT 8&:40aM and
THEN FOCUS WOrK On THE Prayer park Garneén area around 9:15aM and 9:30aM. IF
anyone IS avalLaBLE TO ASSIST FOr dT LEAST THE NEXT MONTH (LONGET IS aLWays
WELCOMED), PLEASE I€acH OUT TO RUTH ALBET OF ROSEMAry Kranine.

3

2
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JESUS OUR FRIEND

“A man of many companions may come to
ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer
than a brother.”

Proverbs 18:24 (ESV)

Joseph Scriven, the author of the hymn, “WHAT A
FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS” LSB 770, wrote
this hymn because he experienced the friendship
of Jesus throughout a life that was filled with
personal tragedy. When Scriven was a young man §§
in Irland, his fiancée accidentally drowned on the

eve of their wedding. He left Irland and headed for Canada because it seemed
he wanted to live his life alone. He considered Jesus as his only close friend. It
was while he was in Canada that he became a friend to those in need and was
known as the “Good Samaritan of Port Hope.” When Scriven was on his death
bed a friend who came to visit him noticed a scrap of paper with the words
written on it. The friend asked him, “Did you write this?” Scriven replied, “Well
not completely, The Lord and I did it between us.”

This i1s what your Stephen Ministers are “A Friend Who Cares”. They feel that
it 1s a “privilege to carry everything to God in Prayer”. Stephen Ministers open
their arms in Christian love much like Christ opened his arms on the Cross for
all. If you need “A Friend Who Cares” is trained and available for you.

Please contact one of the Stephen Leaders, Pastor Stolarczyk, David Gruntman
or Carolyn Lawson who will talk with you about the Stephen Ministry Program
and will assign the Stephen Minister that best meets your needs.

Jesus said “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not
know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that
I have heard from my Father I have made known to you.”

John 15:15 (ESV)

The Stephen Series logo symbolizes that we all are broken people and
that it is through the cross of Jesus that we are made whole.
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Church Financial Officer May 2025 Report

Monthly Income May
Monthly Expense May
Income Greater than Expenses

$25,476
$42,925
-$17,449

YTD Income $278,877
YTD Expense $199,345
$79,532

11-101 Checking Balance: 05-31-2025 $15,661
11-105 Savings Balance: 05-31-25 $587,044
Sanctuary Expansion CD at 4.25% $189,396
Total Checking + Savings + Expansion Expenses $792,101
Dedicated Hurricane Relief Fund $313,604

Il other Dedicated Account funds $235,567

emp Restricted Expansion fund $189,396
Net Church operating Balance (Checking +Savings)-Expenses $53,534

Dedicated Accounts Balance

17-100 Dedicated Accounts
17-1002 Sarasota Circuit $2,612
17-1006 Missios $884
17-1014 Sunday School Charity $411
17-2009 Bronze Name Strip $136
17-2000 Cross/Prayer Park $2,451
17-2002 Debt Reduction $904
17-2006 Memorials $2,760
17-2007 Pavers $65
17-2012 Christian Charity Fund $2,622
17-2014 Choir Fund $11,015
17.2028 Youth $5,402
17-2038 Fellowship Gatherings $150
17-2016 VBS $120
17-2044 Misc. Account

17-2044a Stolarczyk $753

17-2044¢ BCI Equipment $997

17-2044d Mpolzin $10,797

17-2044e Misc funds $11,000
Total Misc. Account $23,547
17-2040 Trustees $1,886
17-2046 Hand Bells $4,596
17-2056 Memorial Garden $36
17-2054 Operating Reserve $69,552
17-2058 Bible Class/Workshop Exp. $1,418
17-2060 Bill Payment Support $105,000

Total Dedicated Accounts

$235,567

FL/GA Pledge Paid $16,250

Income Comparison
May-25 May-24
$25,476 $24,400

Expense Comparison
May-25 May-24
$42,925 $39,344

Mortgage Balance  $401,461
Interest Charge YTD $8,586
Principal Paid YTD $16,565



Her parents are Richard & Kira Vanover.

Her sponsors are Nick & Adair Turturro.

May 18th, Lillia was inducted into the heavenly Kingdowm by the

promises of Holy Baptism,

THE KINGDOM OF GOD GROWS!

Lillia Tngrid Vanover was born into this world on December 22, 2024.
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As the work on our master calendar begin just around the corner,
now 1s the time for your LCC groups to begin thinking about what
you may be planning and doing 2025 / 2026.

There’s no better time to be thinking about what you may want to
see listed on the church’s master calendar. As you know—the more
we plan ahead, the better we can communicate and arrange for space
and have successful turnout so that we can seek to do these fun
things again and again! Please reach out to Jennifer if you have any
ideas for events LCC could begin to look at for the next year!

Be mindful of
children being out
in the
heighborhoods and
on the streets/

Let § help keep our
children of
Charlotte County
Cafe!

Rev. Michael
Mueller’s email:

pastormlmueller@sbcglobal.net
Dave & Geri Diener
4500 Dobry Dr. #352
Sterling Heights, MI 48314
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Project Connect is a booklet ministry ER AN

sponsored by Lutheran Hour Ministries. v \_UT H - Talk
S ow to Ta
These booklets are written from a Christian 4‘ \\/\\N\S \h\mEO‘Q About Your Faith
perspective and addresses a variety of a the
topics:
Forgiveness Dying and the after-life D‘ P4
. AN %
Depression Anger management vR
yeAt

Addictions Cancer
Substance Abuse
Along with many other topics which can affect anyone at anytime.

This Month’s featured copy is:

How to Talk About your Faith

We have additional booklets available in our FMC center on our spinner
display. Please contact Joyce Spier or the church office if you are

looking for a specific topic. If we do not have it in inventory, we can
check to see if it’s available

2\ PROJECT CONNECT

Domingo, will be returning June 18th,
Please continue at this time, directing all

<« SN\ . prayers to the church office at:
secretary@lccross.org or by calling
941-627-6060. Jennifer will be overseeing
the chain during Cheryl’s travel.

P/‘a %& /‘ g éa//( Our. Praye:}r Chain lgader, Cheryl

We appreciate your understanding!


mailto:secretary@lccross.org
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LUTHERAN CHURCH
OF THE CROSS

2300 Luther Rd.

Port Charlotte, FL. 33983
Church Office: (941) 627-6060
Fax: (941) 627-5467

Email: secretary@lccross.org
http://www.lccross.org
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HanmuBikthday,

Jun 3

Jun 4

Jun 7

Jun 8

Jun 9

Jun 11
Jun 12
Jun 14
Jun 17
Jun 19
Jun 21
Jun 22
Jun 25

Jun 26

Jun 29

Tricia Gorton

Tim Boisseau
Betty Lou Cordes+
Kathy Page

Rev. Michael Mueller

Jerry Metz
Dorothy Christman
Donna Leach
Marcia Strefling
Carol Scheff
Charlie Trapp
Gladys Manley
George Buono

Melinda Fiordimondo

Rosemary Kraning
Betty Golembieski
Judy Daily

Jean Wrightman
Diana Chesen
Jack Wagner

Judy Davis+

Ian Durrant

“+” = Associate Member
“+” = Baptized Member

Jun 1
Jun 4
Jun 10
Jun 12
Jun 14

Jun 15
Jun 21
Jun 28
Jun 29

Jul 3

Jul 4
Jul 5

Jul 6

Jul 5
Jul 9

Darrell & Tracy LaCourse
Bob & Barb Hilgendorf
Art & Gayle Groen

Keith & Angela Nicholson

David & Reine Obermier
Larry & Delila Woodruff
Gary & Louise Schildhauer+

Clyde & Judy Spencer
Farrel & Robin Dym

Tom & Judy Baumann+

BIRTHDAYS
Cheryl Fullington
Malia Robishawt
Joyce Darcy+
Louise Schildhauer+
Michelle Dill
Gary Fleming
Pat Gilreath
Bill Heffernan

ANNIVERSARIES
Sandy Payne & Pat Vittetow

Arnie & Kathy Piering

[apDy Anniversary
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